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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. It’s encouraging to see 
parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child is restless, you can use the 
Family Room to calm your child.  Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side 
of the Worship Center. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service and 
listening devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers or greeters can help you 
find the restrooms, family room or answer your other questions.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
God cares for his sons. He cares for his son, the nation of Israel – though they were 
rebellious. He cared for his Son, Jesus – though Herod raged against him. He even cares 
for his newly adopted sons – though we do not deserve it. God cared for us by sending 
his Son to deliver us from the corruption of sin and transform us into sons just like Jesus. 
That work of Christ gives us peace that only sons can have. 

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is white, which reminds us that the glory of God has 
come down to us in the form of Jesus.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran 
Hymnal.  Service of the Word. Words and Music. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.  

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord | CW 28

Please stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways       
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 
dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
C: ♫ Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. | CW p.39

Blessed are they who take refuge in him.
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.
Your faithfulness continues forever.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Blessed are they who take refuge in him. ♫
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Let us pray.

Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our 
human nature. By his gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of our sin and 
transform us into the likeness of his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
Be seated

The Word

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 63:7-9
The LORD has preserved his compassion through the ages.
After the reading, the announcement is made:

M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 2 | CW p.65

SECOND LESSON Galatians 4:4-7
God preserved his promise and prepared the world to perfectly carry out his plan.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY
C:   ♫ Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia! 

These words are written that we may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia! ♫  
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Please stand.
GOSPEL  Matthew 2:13-23
The Father preserves the Son from the evil plans of Herod.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  
The children are invited to come forward for an object lesson.

HYMN Let All Together Praise Our God |CW 41

SERMON  - THE TIME WAS RIGHT

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Be seated

THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 
body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  We ask 
that everyone, guests and members, sign the Friendship Register which will be 
passed out during the offering.  If the gospel message has moved you to give and 
you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile 
phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.



6

MUSICAL OFFERING 

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
Be seated. 

HYMN Once Again My Heart Rejoices | CW 37

Please stand.
CLOSING PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray together.
C:  Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe 

and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we 
may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in 
death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face 
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give 
you peace.

C:  Amen. 

Be seated.
CLOSING HYMN The Only Son from Heaven |CW 86
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY STUDY TAKES A BREAK

Our Sunday Morning Bible Study and Sunday School are taking a brief break for the 
holidays.  Classes resume on January 12. The Bible Study will explore why there are so 
many different Christian denominations and how they differ on teachings. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICE Dec. 31 | 6:30 PM

Take a look back at all of the blessings that God has showered on you in 2019, and start 
the new year assured of God’s love and forgiveness. Join us on Tuesday for this 
communion service.

PANCAKE BRUNCH Jan. 5 | 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

The Lutheran Pioneers will be serving their annual Pancake Brunch in the cafeteria next 
Sunday.  They will have pancakes, potato pancakes, French toast and more. A freewill 
offering will be taken.

THE CRANKY MOM FIX Jan. 11 | 8:30-11:30 AM

Ladies, we can help you keep your resolution to be a better mom. Speaker & author, Becky 
Kopitzke will share practical tips on how to claim true peace for your soul and your home. 
Tickets are only $10 and include a light breakfast. You can purchase tickets through the 
church office or on our facebook events page.

HELP AT THE FOOD PANTRY Jan. 13-17

Help fill grocery orders at the community food pantry.  Afternoon and evening shifts 
available.  Contact Judy Anderson at 715-423-5922. 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance: 238    Year-to-date average attendance: 241

From July 1, 2019 to December 20, 2019
Actual ministry income: $513,139
Actual cost of ministry:           $523,986       Mortgage balance:                 $1,443,485
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